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oae2| N ITS main features the 
©) Declarat 
Zeiesc/,, Declaration of Independence 
BS isa great spiritual document. 
“= It is a declaration not of 
material but of spiritual conceptions. 
Equality, liberty, popular sovereignty, 
the rights of man—these are not ele- 
ments which we can see and touch. 
They are ideals. They have their 
source and their roots in the religious 
convictions. They belong to the un- 
seen world. Unless the faith of the 
American people in these religious 
convictions is to endure, the principles 
of our Declaration will perish. We 
cannot continue to enjoy the result if 
we neglect and abandon the cause. 
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The Bible in Modern Life 


By the Reverend Edward Yates Hill, D.D. 


An address at the one hundred and tenth annual meeting of the American 
Bible Society, held on May 13, 1926, at Old Christ Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OW appropriate and harmonious that, 
in this year of the celebration of the 
Sesquicentennial of our national liberty, you 
should meet in this city where our independence 
was made a fact, and in this church where our 
first President worshiped, to celebrate the be- 
ginning of the original effort in this country to 
circulate the Bible throughout the world. 

The chapters in the history of liberty are 
many. The New Testament records the first 
great chapter. All other chapters—like the 
Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, Luther’s 
Theses, the Declaration of Independence—are 
but amplification and application of that first 
great chapter. The Bible is the friend of free- 
dom. Only man’s misinterpretation of the Bible 
has ever forged a link to bind either his body 
or mind. Every liberty known to the western 
world has come from the Bible interpreted by 
the Spirit of God. ; 

When the American Bible Society was organ- 
ized, the project was quite consonant with the 
new mood which was emerging in the thought 
and purpose of the English-speaking people, 
and which was destined to rank the nineteenth 

‘century with the sixteenth, seventeenth and 
first centuries as the most beneficent in history. 
It is not necessary that, before you, I should 
review the history of this Society or undertake 
to outline its vast operations in this land and be- 
yond the seas. The achievements are tremen- 
dous; the figures of Bible printing and circula- 
tion are too vast for the mind to grasp. It is 
impressive that the circulation was two and a 
half million more copies in 1925 than in the 
year before, and over one and a half million 
more than in any previous year. It is impres- 
sive that this circulation was in over one hun- 
dred and fifty languages; that the circulation 
was far greater in foreign lands than at home ; 
that even here at home three quarters of a 
million more copies were sent out than in the 
previous year. It is impressive that this Society 
circulated in China, where there is revolution 
nd where many conditions are hostile to 
Christianity, during the last year over four mil- 


lion copies of the Holy Scriptures, and that the 
Scottish and British Societies brought the total 
circulation in China up to eleven millions in the 
year 1925. It is impressive that now in Rus- 
sia the Bible is being printed on the government 
printing presses. 

Truly, it is a magnificent enterprise—this 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures. What it 
means can only be realized upon reflection. 
This increasing circulation of the Bible is very 
significant. It indicates that multitudes 
throughout the world want the Bible, and that 
other multitudes are determined that those who 
want the Bible shall have it. It reveals a mood 
and an attitude full of promise, prophesying 
the evangelization of the world. 

Let us look a little closer at what it all 
means. Historically, the reading of the Bible 
has meant the discovery of human values. And 
it was precisely this discovery which most 
marked the nineteenth century. The search 
for human values did not originate in the deism 
and the rationalism of the eighteenth century. 
Its genesis was back of that. Behind the ra- 
tionalism of eighteenth century England and 
behind the so-called enlightenment of France 
was the impulse, the spirit, the new conscious- 
ness which had emanated from Wycliffe, from 
Geneva, from Wittenberg. Through the bar- 
renness which lay between, there were cords 
which bound together the Reformers and the 
Evangelicals. And it was the evangelical move- 
ment, despite its limitations, which had _ its 
roots in Bible study, joining with other moods 
of an idealistic nature, that organized many 
movements for the conservation of human 
values—movements to bring about reforms, to 
establish missionary societies, to emancipate 
and educate child life, and, above all, to send the 
Bible to all the peoples of the earth. Beneath 
the works of all the churches, the publications 
of worth immediately or indirectly expressive 
of true religion, the philanthropies and institu- 
tions for human help, are these sacred writings. 
Hence the Bible is the book of democracy, 
the discoverer of human worth, the charter 
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of liberty, and the inspiration of ‘civilization. 

The Bible has created the modern conscience. 
It is inwrought into all our life, and to it must 
come for judgment everything we do or under- 
take. Nothing can escape its standards. From 
it we have formed our ideals and found the 
ultimate individual and social law. It has given 
substance and content and definition to the con- 
science. It has told that monitor what to say 
to us. Truly the Scriptures are profitable for 
teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction 
in righteousness. The Bible is always speaking. 
Western society is never wholly oblivious of its 
voice. It speaks about war and peace, about 
the methods and aims of diplomacy and legis- 
lation, about business affairs, social practices, 
the uses of all our resources, our sins of every 
kind, and our possibilities as children of God. 
It would be difficult to estimate the pressure 
of the preaching of this book in thousands of 
places every week upon public opinion. Much 
of the morality of today is the borrowed ethic 
of the Bible. Before the spirit of this book 
the fiction and poetry of the time must come 
for judgment. Science more and more recog- 
nizes the spiritual facts of life and reckons 
with them. Philosophy is ever haunted by the 
personal God whom this book reveals. 

If it were not for this book and the deep 
appeal which it makes to the instincts, funda- 
mental longings and inborn capacities of the 
human soul, we should probably have either 
materialism or pantheism as our reigning 
philosophy. This has happened to other peoples 
who have had no adequate revelation to direct 
their thinking. Without the Bible we should 
not be able to search and find-out the personal 
God. Moreover, by this book we have been 
able to keep and to insist upon the reality of 
the personal soul. We have also our deep 
rooted faith in an ultimate spiritual and moral 
order, and an assurance that our far-reaching 
hopes are founded in an eternal purpose. 

Permit a word in regard to the Bible and the 
church. Someone will say that the Bible has 
been the fruitful cause of sectarianism, unjusti- 
fable divisions, and a wild individualism which 
has made for contention. Undoubtedly there 
is much truth in this charge. But to the stu- 
dent of history it is obvious that it is the mis- 
use of the Scriptures or, at least, the failure 
to understand them, often the prejudice and 
obstinacy supporting such incomplete views, 
which has been responsible for these divisions. 
But despite all our diversities and denomina- 
tionalism there is an underlying unity in Prot- 
estantism. It is in the universal appeal to the 
Bible for the authentication of faith and the 
guidance of life. All the divisions merge in 
devotion to the sacred writings. All the diver- 
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sities are rooted in the ultimate mind and spirit 
of the book, and there, at last, they will come 
to the consciousness of their harmony. 

The Bible has determined, and will deter- 
mine, the assimilative ability of the church. 
The church cannot assimilate permanently that 
which will poison and destroy its life. The 
great problem of the church in all ages has 
been concerning that which it should or should 
not try to make its own, concerning what it 
could legitimately undertake to incorporate into 
its own nature. Thus customs, rituals, philoso- 
phies, ethics, have been embraced or rejected. 
The church must, as seen in the Reformation, 
throw off that which the Bible will not own. 
The Bible ultimately determines the regnant 
mood; and history proves that the church will 
at last embody nothing which this book will 
not endorse when it is read by the Spirit of 
God. 

The Bible has been creative of modern sym- 
pathy,—that pity which has come into the soul 
of man for those who are born where the mind 
is darkened, where life is imprisoned by cir- 
cumstance, where a philosophy of despair is 
inevitable. This book has opened to clear 
view and unescapable challenge the dreadful 
tragedy of the world. It has produced the 
missionary pity. It has created the feeling of 
humanity, opened the fountains of kindness, 
touched the springs of generosity, and sent 
forth love winged with unconquerable power. 
Old selfish nationalisms, narrow race prejudices, 
cruel utilitarianism which looks upon the 
stranger as only an object of exploitation, all 
inhuman practices which create enmity and 
make for war, can never stand where the mes- 
sage of this book has become known. When 
western civilization will illustrate by its life 
the teachings of the Bible; when politics, busi- 
ness and social behavior shall respect its ideals, 
then will come the triumph of the church. 

The Bible is always in advance of the people. 
Genesis has meanings far beyond our inter- 


pretations. Moses saw what it took Israel 
hundreds of years to understand. Every 
prophet was in advance of his time. We stiil 


seek the mind of Paul and of John. We follow 
on to know the Lord. The Bible will always 
be in advance of us. We do not expect any 
nobler conception of God than is given in this 
revelation, any conception more satisfactory 
to the intellect, any better assurance that the 
universe is on the side of man, any more con- 
vincing disclosure of the things of ultimate. 
worth, any greater stimulus to seek the abun-. 
dant life, any better evidences of immortality. 
In short, the Bible tells us about the Christ. 
who gives the final answer to every vital ques~ 
tion in the world and out of it. 
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Testimony to a Fellow-worker 


Mr. Christopher Richardson, one of the most loyal and longest in service, of the staff at the 


Bible House, was taken from its circle by death 01 May 12, 1926 


He had been in the service of 


the Society for forty-four years, being superintendent of the bindery when it was closed. On 


May 28, a memorial service was held in the Board of Managers’ Room. 


Treasurer Darling- 


ton, in whose department Mr. Richardson’s service was rendered, and General Secretary Haven, 
who had known Mr. Richardson for over a quarter of a century, spoke briefly; but the chief 
tribute was fittingly rendered by Mr. Frank T. Brooks, superintendent of the printing depart- 


ment, and thus closely associated with Mr. Richardson. 


HOUGH we mourn the loss of our dear 

brother Richardson, his departure has not 
left us without consolation; for there lingers 
in our memories that delightful association we 
have had with him these many years—in fact, 
the larger part of our lives, which now seem 
but a brief while. 

All but fourteen years of brother Richard- 
son’s life was spent in the Bible House. Some 
of my associates here present—brothers Bel- 
lows, Faulhaber, Greer, and others perhaps— 


have known him longer than I; and as much * 


longer as they have known him are they richer 
than I in the radiance of a life full of sunshine 
and sympathy, of integrity and devotion, all of 
which he exercised in his daily task. 

He was always solicitous for the welfare of 
those employed in’ his department, who, in re- 
turn, did not lack in appreciation and always 
displayed a loyalty to him which any of us 
might well envy. 


We are happy to publish it at this time. 


Wealways found him considerate and of good 
judgment in all matters concerning our work, 
and always looking to the bright side. Well do 
we remember that personal charm which, as by 
magic, seemed to draw us to him; for seldom 
did he come to us. We often sought him out, 
and found that cheer we so enjoyed. 

A few years ago when, through the Bible 
Society, brothers Richardson, Bellows, Faul- 
haber and myself were privileged to spend 
a few days together at the American Bible 
Society Centennial celebration in the city of 
Washington, the ties of our friendship were, 
strengthened. Our departed brother often) 
spoke of that pleasurable trip and we will never 
forget it. 

Though in our last visit to brother Richard- 
son’s bedside we about despaired of his life 
here, he was still hopeful; and so he continued 
until he passed to that new and better life, 
greatly loved and respected by us all. 


° e e 
A Filial Tribute 
Through our China Agency Secretary, the Rev. Carleton Lacy, we are fortunate in having this 


excerpt from a personal letter that friends of China and of Dr. Chauncey Goodrich will read with 
especial interest. 


F all the labors in which my father was 

engaged he counted the Bible translation 
the greatest. Not that he was ever satisfied 
with certain renderings; for the product of 
committee labor entailed, and always must en- 
tail, much give and take, and rarely was there 
such tremendous effort to cooperate against all 
differences of ideas both fundamental and lin- 
guistic, not to include the temperamental, dur- 
ing this last generation as during those twenty- 
eight years of more or less continuous work on 
behalf of the Mandarin version. The work on 
the New Testament was so costly that my father 
hesitated long before he consented to carry on; 
but it is to his everlasting credit, I think, that 
he consented. But the last two or three years 
of work on the Old, as he was nearing eighty, 
almost broke him up. 

So it is meet, I am sure, that the American 
Bible Society should recognize, as you have 
done, the zeal and the faithful love as well as 
the scholarship which the various members of 


the committee put into their labor. I shall al- 
ways carry with me pictures of their meetings 
together at Chefoo and Peking, and delightful 
memories of some of the strongest and most 
beautiful spirits which have been attracted to 
service in China, like Mr. Baller and Dr. Calvin 
Mateer. 

To me one of the greatest reforms my father 
introduced into the translation work was one, 
I believe, which has never been emphasized. 
The Chinese scholars were given equal vote 
with their British and American confreres. 
This was before the time when such a move 
was general; but it showed the confidence that 
my father had in the Chinese——something 
which none of the committee members later re- 
gretted,—and an act which was the expression 
of my father’s mission to the country of his 
choice. 

May the Bible always continue to assist and 
guide an ever enlarging body of Chinese.—Car- 
rington Goodrich, China Medical Board. 
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HE columns of the Recorp are no stran- 
gers to pictures of automobiles, variously 
equipped, used in the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures. In the following, are 
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mountainside, landing with feet in the air; and 
yet, marvelously, without injury. 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson’s next car was a two- 
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further illustrations, the first 
of which is somewhat his- 
torical in that it pictures 
probably the first automo- 
bile, furnished and used by 
the owners at their expense, 
in taking Scriptures to wide 
areas and lonely homes. 
Mr. Johnson works with the 
Pacific; Mr. Bettes, with 
the Southwestern Agency. 


MR. JOHNSON’S FIRST CAR 


Twenty-seven Years of Bible Distribution 


Mr. and Mrs. Ole Johnson, of the Pacific 
Agency, were among the first colporteurs in the 


world to use the 
automobile in Bible 
work. In 1909 they 


MR. JOHNSON’S PRESENT CAR 


cylinder Reo, which carried them over the 
mountains into far away Humboldt County. 
Altogether they have worn out five cars in the 
service of the American Bible Society. These 
cars they have furnished, equipped and used 
at their own expense. They have now pur- 
chased the beautiful Willys Knight sedan, 
shown on this page, which they expect will last 
their lifetime. 


e e 
Mr. Bettes and His Car 
Distributing Bibles on a large scale in 
sixteen states is the accomplishment of 


had a one-cylinder, 


eight - horse - power 
machine. With this, 
their first machine, 
thew crave led 


through northern 
California, over 


mountainous roads, 
with a big load of 
Bibles and camping 
outfit weighing 
[2007 “pounds. 
Automobiles at that 
time were so scarce 
that. stage horses in 
Lake County were 
frightened by the 
automobile and 


rolled 500 feet off 
the grade down the 


his care Vise eles 


Left to right: Rev. J. J. Morgan, Secretary, Southwestern Agency, Mr. O. H. Bettes in 


ippey, a Dallas layman and enthusiastic supporter of the American 


Bible Society. 
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O. H. Bettes, a former traveling salesman 
who has adopted this unique house car to carry 
on better his activities. While selling stoves 
Mr. Bettes began the distribution of penny 
Gospels which he bought with his tithe from 
the American Bible Society, and has only 
recently devoted his entire time to the distribu- 
tion of Bibles. 

When Mr. Bettes decided to enter the field 
as a Bible salesman, his first step was to pre- 
pare a Bible car with all modern city conve- 
niences, such as water, electric lights, bed, etc., 
so that wherever nightfall might find him 
he would be at home. The latest equipment 
to his car is a radio receiving set which keeps 
him in touch with the world, especially at night 
when he has time to listen in. 
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The states already covered by Mr. Bettes 
and his unique Bible car are Texas, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, Arkansas, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Colorado, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, New York and the District of 
Columbia. From the top of Pikes Peak and 
the White House at Washington, he has dis- 
tributed Gospels to all classes, but those who 
are most generally neglected claimed his first 
attention. They are cotton pickers in out-of- 
the-way places, the poor in the large cities, the 
sick in hospitals and the prisoners in jail. 

The total volumes of Scriptures distributed 
by Mr. Bettes since he started this work about 
six months ago has already reached a total of 
15,000.—Dallas Morning News. 


Notes and Comments 


Pi@ekey | sOscar Bovd, DD ~and Mrs. 
Boyd have arrived in this country on fur- 
lough, and are spending the summer in the west- 
ern part of New York State. By recent action 
of the Board of Managers, Dr. Boyd has been 
transferred from charge of the Arabic-Levant 
Agency to be Secretary of the Levant Agency, 
our oldest Foreign Agency. 
e e 


Tue Rev. William S. Strong, for many years 
the efficient and successful sub-Agency Secre- 
tary in charge of the work at Peking, China, 
has been appointed Acting Secretary in charge 
of the Arabic-Levant Agency. 

eune 


THE Rev. G. B. Cameron and family have 
arrived at home on furlough from the Philip- 
pines, and are at present with relatives in Win- 
nipeg, Canada. 

e e 

Tue Rev. W. F. Jordan, Secretary of the 
Upper Andes Agency, has returned with his 
family on furlough, and is making his home at 
Washington, D. C. 

e e 

Dr. Davip G. WILEY, secretary of the Board 
of National Missions of the Presbyterian 
‘Church in the U. S. A., on his return from 
participation in the dedication of the new 
church at Balboa, C. Z., which our Society is 
equipping with a Pulpit Bible, sent this wel- 
come comment: 


I had the pleasure of meeting your representatives 
in the Zone, the Rev. R. R. Gregory and the Rev. 
W. F. Jordan, of the Bible House, Cristobal. I beg 
to say that in my opinion these men are doing a fine 
piece of work, and are deserving of all possible sup- 
port. They are consecrated Christian gentlemen. i 
shall be glad to have you say this in your Recorp. 


THE first complete New Testament in Bulu, 
a dialect spoken by tribes in West Africa, has 
just been released from the press by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. The Rev. Melvin Fraser, 
of the West Africa Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., who has been working 
on the translation of the Testament for ten 
years, reducing the language to writing for this 
purpose, will take the books with him when 
he returns this month to the Kamerun district 
from his furlough spent in America. 

The first translation work was started in 
1893 by the late Dr. Adolphus Good. Dr. Good 
also charted the Bulu dialect, which hitherto 
had been an unrecorded speech. Dr. Good’s 
son, the Rev. A. I. Good, has cooperated with 
Dr. Fraser in the present translation. 

e e 

Here are some surprising facts from the 
translator of the Scriptures into Cakchiquel, 
the Rev. W. Cameron Townsend: 

You will be interested in a discovery we recently 
made. We have found over thirty words that are 
either the same or similar in Cakchiquel and Hebrew. 
Truly the peoples of the earth are one great, family. 
Our Cakchiquels have also preserved the story of the 
flood. They tell it with the addition of some legends 
that vie with the evolutionary theory of the origin of 
man. They say that some people escaped drowning by 
climbing to the summits of the highest mountains, and 
where the water covered even the summit they would 
climb the trees on top. Those that escaped in this 
fashion endured a long fast while the waters abated. 
As a result of starvation they turned into monkeys. 
Others escaped by crawling into caves and sealing up 
the openings. These turned into gophers. 

e e 

Tue Washington Post on its editorial page 
of March 4 had this pungent paragraph: 

Ah, yes; there are sex things in the Bible. But they 
aren’t there to promote sales. 
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Ir is most fitting that the extract on the 
cover page, and that on this page, from the 
most recent address of President Coolidge, 
should appear in this publication. It is an in- 
teresting and happy fact that, while the last 
issue of the Recorp was being printed, setting 
forth the strong endorsement of the Bible and 
its distribution, by past Presidents of the United 
States, the present President was using the oc- 
casion of the one hundred and fiftieth anni- 
versary of July 4, 1776, to set forth and en- 
dorse, forcibly and eloquently, the spiritual 
element, not only of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, but of the very life of our nation. 


THE recent death of Dan Crawford is a 
serious loss, not only to mission work in Africa, 
but to the mission cause. His book “Thinking 
Black” is one of the unusual missionary books 
of this century. Some of the mightiest tributes 
to the Bible that have come from any Christiar 
worker are contained in these illustrations of 
the influence of the Bible on primitive peoples. 
One of his striking statements was to the effect 
that “the dynamite of the Gospel of John struck 
a man’s heart, and blew him into the kingdom.” 


_ THroucH the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America we have the following two items: 

Beginning January 1, 1926, the following de- 
cree of the Archbishop of Santiago, Chile, went 
into effect : 


Priests of the secular and regular clergy less than 
seventy years of age shall be prohibited from celebra- 
ting mass in public on feast days unless they, or other 
priests, read the Gospel to the public in the vernacular, 
with at least five minutes explanation. 

Rectors of churches are charged with the fulfilment 
of this decree and with the notifying of priests who say 
mass on feast days that they must comply with these 
requirements to secure permission to celebrate mass.’ 


The Revista Catolica of El Paso, Texas, has 
ready for distribution an edition of the Catholic 
Bible in Spanish. In the announcement they 
call attention to their thus refuting the Protes- 
tant argument that the Catholic Church does not 
promote the reading of the Bible. They also 
quote statistics of the wonderful work of dis- 
tribution done by the American Bible Society 
in 1922, and quote a paragraph from the Mon- 
tevideo Congress reports on the circulation of 
the Bible. The publishers then call upon the 
members of the Catholic Church to help dis- 
tribute the Catholic Bible, lest Hispanic Amer- 
ica be “inundated” with Protestant Bibles. 
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THERE are signs that France is realizing what 
she lost by excluding all Biblical instruction. 
A recent government regulation for schools of 
higher grade has this in substance: 


Peoples must not be allowed to ignore the principal 
traditions of the great men of the people of Israel, 
nor the Books of the Bible—first, because these are 
part of the intellectual and moral patrimony of hu- 
manity, and second, because if ignorant of them we 
cannot understand Protestantism nor Puritanism, nor 
art as it belongs to the Middle Ages and the Renais- 
sance. 


This is not going very far in the direction of 
positive religious instruction, but it is a hopeful 


PRESIDENT COOLIDGE 
(Fourth of July Address, 1926) 


We must think the thoughts which they (our 
forefathers) thought. Their intellectual life 
centered around the meeting-house. They were 
intent upon religious worship. While there were 
always among them men of deep learning, and 
later those who had comparatively large posses- 
sions, the mind of the people was not so much 
engrossed in how much they knew, or how much 
they had, as in how they were going to live. 
While scantily provided with other literature, 
there was a wide acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures. Over a period as great as that which 
measures the existence of our independence they 
were subject to this discipline not only in their 
religious life and educational training, but also 
in their political thought. They were a people 
who came under the influence of a great spiritual 


development and acquired a great moral power. 

No other theory is adequate to explain or 
comprehend the Declaration of Independence. 
It is the product of the spiritual insight of the 


people. We live in an age of science and of 
abounding accumulation of material things. 
These did not create our Declaration. Our 
Declaration created them. The things of the 
spirit come first. Unless we cling to that, all 
our material prosperity, overwhelming though it 
may appear, will turn to a barren scepter in our 
grasp. If we are to maintain the great heritage 
which has been bequeathed to us, we must be 
like-minded as the fathers who created it. We 
must not sink into a pagan materialism. We 
must cultivate the reverence which they had for 
the things that are holy. We must follow the 
spiritual and moral leadership which they 
showed. We must keep replenished, that they 
may glow with a more compelling flame, the 
altar fires before which they worshiped. 


sign. It is especially noteworthy that France— 
which some would call “atheistic’—feels the 
need of the Bible in the public schools, at the 
very time when American atheists, who include 
Voltaire and other Frenchmen among their in- 
tellectual guides, are protesting against every 
proposal to make a place for religious educa- 
tion in school hours.—The Christian Advocate. 
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Ir is refreshing to read of the thorough- 
ness with which one of our Auxiliary Bible 
Societies looks after the needs and gathers the 
gifts within its area. The secretary reports: 

We have five collecting districts, and two persons 
go around, two for each district, and collect annually. 
We have our yearly meeting on Christmas Day, and 
we have speeches on the Bible cause and the need 
of help; during the second week of January our col- 
lectors go to canvass the different districts; then we 
meet on the third Tuesday of January, and the differ- 
ent district collectors meet with the officers of the 
Society and find out the need of the county, and pass 
on what is needed. 


In a book on “The Conquest of Disease,” by 
David Masters, is an interesting incident of how 
the Bible helped a doctor in the Far East to the 
right means of combating bubonic plague. It is 
told by Sir James Cantlie, the famous surgeon, 
from his own experience. It happened in 
the °90’s, when the plague was devastating 
Hong Kong, and Dr. Cantlie with his col- 
leagues was at a loss how to stop it. A clergy- 
man with whom he was talking about the 
scourge referred him to the first book of Sam- 
uel, chapters four to six, for information on 
the plague. Dr. Cantlie looked up the passage 
in the Bible, found the clue, and records, “It 
is a most astonishing thing that the Bible linked 
the plague with rats, which in ancient days were 
regarded as large mice, and pointed the way to 
the solution of the disease and its successful 
eradication.” 

e e 


A Personal Testimony 


OME time ago you requested your readers 

to tell how the reading of the Bible had 

been vitally helpful in their Christian life. The 
following was my experience: 

Several years ago, weary, ill, discouraged, I 
was facing a gray and desolate old age. Think- 
ing of happier days and of my life at college, 
I recalled the twenty minutes’ religious devo- 
tion we used to spend morning and evening, 
and was moved to begin the practice again. I 
had never wholly omitted daily Bible reading; 
but it had become mechanical, and often very 
greatly abbreviated. Being a rapid reader, in 
twenty minutes the chapters slipped by too fast 
with their heavy freight of precious truth. So 
I began really studying the passages with refer- 
-ences and helps. Before I was aware, the joy 
of the Lord filled my heart and my life; the 
gray shadows fled before God’s sunlight; in- 
stead of growing older, every year I have been 
growing younger: and I feel that this renewing 
of life in body, soul, and spirit started with 
the careful and loving reading of the Word. 
Lucia GC; G. GRIEVE. 
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Sesquicentennial Exhibit 


NDER this heading, announcement was 

made in the July issue of the Recorp that 
the American Bible Society had decided to 
place an exhibit at the Sesquicentennial Inter- 
national Exposition, Philadelphia, Pa. The 
contract for this exhibit has been canceled and 
the American Bible Society has withdrawn 
from all connection with the Exposition. This 
is in keeping with the actions of a number of 
prominent denominational and religious organ- 
izations that have thus protested the violation 
of the law through the opening of the Exposi- 
tion in all its phases on Sunday. The Society 
had planned an exhibit of two booths which 
would have been the center of the religious ex- 
hibit in the Educational Building. Other relig- 
ious organizations were to have linked up their 
display with it, showing the Bible as the center 
of religious education and source of inspiration. 

e e 


The Book Nobody Knows 


HIS is not an endorsement of the new 

book by Bruce Barton, either as a com- 
plete presentation, or as a correct interpretation. 
Such would be outside the province of the RE- 
corp. It isan endorsement of the book as read- 
able, instructive, entertaining and stimulating. 
It is fresh, sometimes startling, often spark- 
ling, quite unconventional, and yet, withal, 
reverent. Original in treatment and in inter- 
pretation, it is opulent in its illustrations and 
applications. Those familiar with the Bible 
will find its pages enriching and its ultimate 
influence uplifting. And, undoubtedly, it would 
arrest the attention of those indifferent to, or 
ignorant of, the Bible, and leave them the bet- 
ter for reading it. 

The first one hundred and eighty pages are 
given to a rapid sketch of, and tribute to, the 
books of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
The next ninety pages etch with a few strokes 
some feature, or features, of ten great men and 
ten great women of the Bible; and the last 
thirty-five pages briefly answer the question 
“How did we get the Bible?’ and pay fine 
tribute to “The influence of the Bible.” 

From first to last the book is original in its 
selection of material and treatment thereof. 
Throughout, it epitomizes mighty truths and 
lessons in a few words or sentences. 

The book comes from the pen of one who 
has attained success, both as an advertising ex- 
pert and as an author. Mr. Barton also has 
had the advantage of Christian parentage and 
upbringing, and prefaces the book with ac- 
knowledgment of his indebtedness to his father, 
the Rev. William E. Barton, D.D. 
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Biblical Campaign among the Educated 
Classes 


By Dr. José Marcial-Dorado, Secretary, West Indies Agency 


WING to a series of circumstances, not 
explicable at this moment, the missions 
generally have encountered some difficulty in 
putting the Bible into the hands of the more in- 
tellectual classes here. The lower classes are 
those who have come more directly under the 
influence of the missions and, consequently, the 
Bible. Our colporteurs chiefly touch them. 
However, our experience covering over 


ing incidents occurring during these conferences 
and private conversations, still a short résumé 
of the conclusions drawn and results obtained 
will serve to some purpose. 

Of the seventy-seven lodges, thirty-nine took 
Bibles for their temples and several of their 
members. Sixty-eight of them agreed that the 
distribution of the Bible strengthened the feel- 
ing of liberty in Spanish-America and assisted 


A PRESBYTERIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL ON BIBLE SUNDAY—THE CHILDREN ARE ALSO A FACTOR 


twenty years’ work between Europe and Amer- 
ica has taught us that it is chiefly the intellectual 
class that is the guiding force in the national life 
of these countries. During the last four years 
our efforts have chiefly been centered on getting 
into closer working harmony with this ruling 
class. Our work has been to achieve two aims: 


1—Find out what the upper classes think of 
the Bible, and what is their opinion of the 
Biblical propaganda. 


2—Let them know what work the American 
Bible Society is doing among the Latin-America 
peoples. 


In order to attain these ends and be able to 
get first-hand information to aid us in our 
work, I visited 77 Masonic lodges, 56 educa- 
tional centers, 32 commercial and recreation 
clubs, 9 political organizations, and 43 promi- 
nent people connected with the university and 
government. Although it is not possible to 
quote any of the many more or less interest- 


in the education of the people. The other 
lodges were rather indifferent as to the influ- 
ence of the Bible in these parts. 

Of the fifty-six educational centers, schools 
and clubs, the majority of the teachers in thirty- 
one of them admitted the usefulness of the 


Bible, although many of them did not know it. | 


Of the remaining twenty-five, 


tributed great importance to the Bible, and the - 


other eleven stated they considered it very | 
harmful to what they called the true emancipa-_ 
tion of conscience. 

Of the thirty-two commercial and sport clubs, 


seventeen bought Bibles for their libraries, and | 


the greater part of their members admitted it. 


was very proper that the Bible should be taught | | 
Eight clubs seemed indifferent, | 
and several members of the remaining seven | 


in these parts. 


considered it harmful to their conscience. 

Of the nine political clubs all believed that the. 
Bible teaching was beneficial, but only on the} 
condition that: it was not used ae the intention 


fourteen at-_ 
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of assisting foreigners to get commercial or 
political power. 

Of the forty-three prominent peop!e visited, 
thirty-four recognized the usefulness for the 
people to know the Bible, though they them- 
selves had not fully studied the question. Of 
the remaining nine, six appeared totally indif- 
ferent, and the other three stated they consid- 
ered the Biblical principles more archaic than 
progressive. 

It must be borne in mind that the majority of 
these persons when they received me were some- 
what cold, as if they thought I was some news- 
paper reporter looking for publicity. However, 
as soon as I convinced them that all I wanted 
were their frank confidential opinions, and that 
I had no aim in view other than that of finding 
out what was the best way the American Bible 
Society should go to work for the benefit of 


The Oldest Christian and Oldest 
Bible Seen 
in Cuba 

MS this 


title we 
refer to Sefora 
Dolores Leon, 
widow of Caste- 
anos, an old 
meOrml ai, O ft 
eighty - eight 
wears of age, 
who can be con- 
sidered as a vet- 
eran among the 
evangelists in 
Muba; and a 
Bible which this 
old lady has had 
for over sixty- 


SENORA DOLORES LEON 
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the country, they all opened out and expressed 
their ideas clearly and frankly. 

From this campaign I have come to the fol- 
lowing conclusions: 

Firstly—That the educated and ruling classes 
of these parts have not up to now taken any in- 
terest in Bible teaching nor in religious ques- 
tions ; 

Secondly—That there exists among these 
classes a growing majority in favor of Bible 
teaching and the disinterested aims of the 
American Bible Society, which they begin to 
realize are purely spiritual and educative; 

Thirdly—That the principle of international- 
ism and interdenominationalism is maintained 
by the greater part of the educated classes in 
all matters dealing with the religious question 
or practical spiritualism, and in everything deal- 
ing with Bible teaching or practical Christianity. 


five years. This old lady lives in Ciego de Avila, 
and from information given us by the Metho- 
dist preacher the Rev. E. Garfield and by our 
colporteur Mr. Hubbard, this Bible and 
good Christian have worked wonders during 
sixty-five years. 

The Bible was brought from the United 
States sixty-five years ago by a patriotic and 
persecuted Cuban, who happened to be working 
a few years in New York. Its reading had con- 
verted her and eventually the whole family. 
One of her sons entered the ministry, and two 
of her grandsons were also consecrated. The 
Christian example of this family brought many 
souls to Christ. 

This Bible was printed in New York in 1854. 
How wonderful and grand is the power of the 
Word, and what a great work the American 
Bible Society is doing in printing and circula- 
ting the Bible all over the world. 


Notes of Work among the Colored People 


Y a regretted oversight, mention was not 

made of the presence of the Rev. J. P. 
Wragg, D.D., Secretary of the Agency for 
Work among ‘the Colored People, in the min- 
utes of the one hundred and tenth Annual 
Meeting, which appeared on page 122 of the 
July Recorp. He was present, as is shown in 


the picture on page 112 of that issue and in the 
personnel of the picture given under it. 
oa eee 
A Presbyterian minister of Pittsburgh 
noticed one day that the negro bootblack in 
one of the large hotels of the city was always, 
when not working, reading a little book which 
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he drew from his pocket. Questioning the 
man, he discovered that the book was a New 
Testament. The man turned out to be an active 
Christian worker among his people-—The 
Continent, March 18, 1926. 


xk Ok x 


Something of the value and the wide reach 
of the work among the colored people is indi- 
cated by the two following letters, one from 
ches ntaney..) Onnea.. Grego. Dd) L2.D-) pre- 
siding bishop of the African Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in South Africa, and the other from 
the Montgomery Industrial School in Ala- 
bama : 

My pear Dr. Wracc: 


Yesterday the box of Bibles which you so kindly 
sent me was delivered, and I am writing at once to 
express to you my appreciation. I understand that 
they have been here since the last of December, but 
the Company did not notify me. I shall distribute 
them where they are needed most. 

Although you have not come to South Africa in 
person, yet a part of you has come in this box of 
books; for to you must come the blessing of service 
rendered, and the Master’s declaration, “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
biLethrenye se 

God continues to grant us good health, and we pray 
for courage to give faithful and joyous service in the 
task to which our church has assigned us. May we 
ask you to pray for us too? 

Again thanking you for your thoughtfulness and 
wishing you every joy, I am 

Yours in His name, 


J. A. Greco. 
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Dear Dr. Wracc: Montgomery, Ala. 


I want to thank you very heartily in behalf of our 
school for your interest and help in sending so many 
Bibles and Testaments. 

We will give them out carefully and where we 
think they are most needed. We shall pray that they 
will fulfill their mission in bringing blessing to many 
souls and leading people to the Christ. There is so 
much looseness and indifference these days, that it is 
appalling. Our colored people used always to go to 
church. Nowadays they do not, and many of the 
older young people do not go to Sunday school. We 
are trying to bring the gospel to them in our school, 
having Bible study four days of the week in all grades 
from the fourth up. 

I am enclosing a personal gift to the work of your 
Society, as I believe in helping it through a little of 
my benevolent money. I may not be able to give an- 
nually, as I have many calls and work on a small 
salary, being in a missionary work. 

eS 


Our brethren of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church have not been the only 
ones to lose seriously through the death of 
Bishop G. Lincoln Blackwell, D.D. He was 
among the first of the colored group to be made 
a Life Member of the American Bible Society, 
and was a strong supporter of the work of the 
Society. In a tribute to him, the Christian 
Recorder has said: “Bishop Blackwell was one 
of the ablest men in the race episcopacy. He 
was, perhaps, as Bishop Clement said in his 
eulogy, the best prepared man on the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion bench. He was a 
hard systematic worker, and the training he had 
did much for his church.” 


Committees of the American Bible Society 
For the Year 1926-1927 


Versions 
Rev. H. A. Stimson, D.D. 
Pror. Oswatp T. Attis, Ph.D. 
Rev. Ezra S. Tipprz, D.D. 
Tatcotr Wiitams, LL.D. 
Rev. Joun H. Raven, D.D. 
Dean Howarp C. Rossins, D.D. 
Rey. Lewis T. Reep, D.D. 
Rev. M. G. G. Scuerer, D.D. 
Rey. J. B. Remensnyper, D.D., 
Honorary 
Rey. Witi1Am V, Kerrey, D.D., 
Honorary 


Auxiliaries and Home Agencies 

Henry S. Srearns, M.D. 

Georce D. Beattrys 

Siras F. Hatiocx, M.D. 

Mrs. WILLIAM BorpEen 

Grorce Wootsey, M.D. 

Rey. Joun A. Marguis, D.D. 

Rev. JaMEs Parker, Ph.D. 
Auditing 

ARLANDO MARINE 

Orrin R. Jupp 

ALEXANDER S. LYMAN 


Foreign Agencies 
C. Epcar ANDERSON 
Cartes F, DarLincton 
Artuur L. Brown 
Mrs. Fintey J. SuHeparp 
ALFRED BUSSELLE 
Wm. P. STEVENSON 
DanieEL BurKe 
Mrs. Samuret McRoserts 
Rev. F. M. Norrnu, D.D., LL.D. 


BisHop L. B. Witson, D.D., LL.D. 


Rev. R. S, Incris, D.D. 


Publication 
WintuHrop M, Turrre 
FREDERICK Harris 
RoscoE C. E. Brown 
Tatcotr Witiiams, LL.D. 
Henry W. Sackett 
Ettwoop M. RasEenoip 
JoserH F. Taytor 
JarED G. BaLpwin 
James M. Sruarr 


Finance 


Frank H. Mann 

Joun T. Manson 

Paut R. Towne 
Witiram H. Kienxe 
Orrin R. Jupp 

ARLANDO MarINE 
Howarp O. Woop 
Ernest M. Bowman 
JoserpH S. AUERBACH 
Rev. Cuas. Mitts, D.D. 


Ways and Means 


Roscor C. E. Brown 

Witit1amM H. KiLenxke 

Wo. J. Scurerretin, Ph.D. 
Joun T. Manson 

Frank H. Mann 

Miss ExisasetH Curtrine 

Mrs. Joun FEeRcuson 

Rey. Freperick H, Knuset, D.D. 
Rey. F. W. Jackson 
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New York, Avucust, 1926 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


MAY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE first stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and eleventh year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
work on Ihursday, May 6, 1926, at 3:30 
o'clock p. m., President E. Francis Hyde in 
the chair. 

Devotional’ exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. T. M. Slater, a member of the Advisory 
Council. 

The minutes of the twelfth stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers of the one hundred 
and tenth year were presented and approved. 

Mrs. John Ferguson, newly elected member 
of the Board of Managers, was presented by 
the President and welcomed by the Board. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved, resolu- 
tions recommended by these committees being 
adopted. 

The Report of the Board of Managers, drawn 
up by the officers and submitted through the 
Committee of General Reference, was pre- 
sented and approved for presentation at the 
Annual Meeting as the Report of the Board 
of Managers. 

The portrait of the Hon. Frederick T. Fre- 
linghuysen, the tenth President of the Society 
and for twenty-one years one of its Vice-Pres- 
idents, was presented to the Board on behalf 
of Miss C. Lucy Frelinghuysen, his daughter ; 
anda resolution of appreciation and thanks was 
adopted. 

Miss Frelinghuysen was elected a Life Di- 
rector of the American Bible Society. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of April, 1926: Brazil, 4,600 
volumes, valued at $3,093.65; Caribbean, 43 
volumes, valued at $53.78; La Plata, 4,410 
volumes, valued at $3,461.68; Mexico, 475 
volumes, valued at $437.24; Philippines, 50,- 
324 volumes, valued at $828.94; Upper Andes, 
22,983 volumes, valued at $1,332.84; West 
Indies, 10,889 volumes, valued at $1,140.87; 
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total volumes, 93,724; total value, $10,349.00. 


The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of April were 351,774 volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned. 


JUNE MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE second stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in its one hundred and eleventh year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, June 3, 1926, at 3:30 
o'clock p. m. In the absence of the President, 
who is abroad, Dr. Silas F. Hallock was re- 
quested to take the chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Révae AL oumson. DID: 


The minutes of the first stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers in its one hundred and 
eleventh year were presented and approved. 

Mr. James M. Stuart, newly elected member 
of the Board of Managers, was presented by 
the Chairman and welcomed by the various 
members. 

General Secretary Haven reported on the ac- 
tions of the Annual Meeting of the American 
Bible Society held in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, on May 13, 1926. 

The Board, by special action, expressed its 
appreciation of the courtesies of the Pennsyl- 
vania Bible Society at the Annual Meeting. 

The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved, resolu- 
tions recommended by these committees being 
adopted. 

The standing committees were appointed for 
the year 1926-1927. (See list on page 136.) 

The Rev. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., was trans- 
ferred from the Secretaryship of the Arabic- 
Levant Agency to the Secretaryship of the 
Levant Agency; and the Rev. W. S. Strong, 
of Peking, China, for many years an effective 
sub-Agency Secretary of the China Agency, 
was appointed as Acting Agency Secretary of 
the Arabic-Levant Agency. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of May, 1926: Brazil, 30,499 
volumes, valued at $695.02; Caribbean, 14,257 
volumes, valued at $1,289.67; La Plata, 12,040 
volumes, valued at $464.20; Mexico, 667 vol- 
umes, valued at $782.13; West Indies, 4,258 
volumes, valued at $2,754.57; total volumes, 
61,721; total value, $5,985.59. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of May were 186,770 volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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ONDS 


The American Bible Society annuity bonds offer 
careful investors: 


1. A convenient, safe and profitable financial 
investment during life. (Rates run as high 


as 9%.) 


2. The privilege of making an enduring gift to help 
spread abroad the Word of God. (While other 
things perish the Word of God endures.) 


Funds received by the American Bible Society on 
the annuity basis help this Society in its important mis- 
sionary work of translating, publishing and distributing 
the Scriptures “without note or comment” in scores of 
different languages and dialects. 


These activities underlie all Christian work both at 
home and abroad. Unless we supply “Every man in his 
own tongue” with the Scriptures, how will the people 
learn to know and follow their Saviour? 


Use the attached coupon to send for our booklet, 
“Bibles and Bonds,” which describes fully our annuity 
bond offer. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation on my part, Booklet No. 62F. 


Name: 
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